The Contained Christian Part 5

August 8, 2010

Introduction
· This week we will continue our series on the Contained Christian.

· We’ve said that the devil tries to contain the Christian by deception, distracting and keeping us ignorant to the Word of God.

· We have the power!  We have dominion and authority!  We have the seed of the Word of God!  We cannot and will not be contained!

· We have to watch the gates of our hearts. We must spend more time in His Word.  

· When we operate in love, the devil can not contain us. 
· God wants us to have far more than what we think or ask. 

· We cannot be contained when the love of God is operating in our lives. Where there is no love, there is no power to win. 
· The enemy wants to contain us by keeping limits on us in the area of prosperity. 
· He doesn’t want us to know that all things are possible with God. 
· However, when we limit God, through a lack of faith in His Word, we actually limit ourselves. 
· The Bible prophesies that in the last days some Believers will turn away from the faith, and give their attention to doctrines that opposes the Word of God.
· We must remain prayerful, and recognize doctrines that lead us away from the truth. 
· Let us look to the Word this morning.

(NKJV) John 8 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

1) God wants to equip us with the spirit of might. 
a) The spirit of might is a supernatural ability from God that enables you to do anything.

(AMP) Ephesians 3 14For this reason seeing the greatness of this plan by which you are built together in Christ], I bow my knees before the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15For Whom every family in heaven and on earth is named [that Father from Whom all fatherhood takes its title and derives its name]. 16May He grant you out of the rich treasury of His glory to be strengthened and reinforced with mighty power in the inner man by the [Holy] Spirit [Himself indwelling your innermost being and personality].

b) Shout…I have the spirit of might residing in me!
c) We must ask yourself if you have limited God in any area. 
i) We must continually be in development of our faith by His Word.
ii) If we continue in the Word, it will make us free. Consistency is the key to the breakthrough. 
(1) Be consistent or be contained by the devil.
iii) Knock down the walls of containment by attacking doubt with God’s Word. 
d) Change your thinking; believe that you can be equipped with might (the ability to do all things).
i) The Spirit of God dwells within us to give us this ability. He helps us remain rooted and grounded in love.
(AMP) Ephesians 3 17May Christ through your faith [actually] dwell (settle down, abide, make His permanent home) in your hearts! May you be rooted deep in love and founded securely on love,
ii) We have the ability to love our enemies. 
iii) God wants us to experience the love of Christ to the extent that we can testify of it. 
(AMP) Ephesians 3 18That you may have the power and be strong to apprehend and grasp with all the saints [God's devoted people, the experience of that love] what is the breadth and length and height and depth [of it]; 19[That you may really come] to know [practically, through experience for yourselves] the love of Christ, which far surpasses mere knowledge [without experience]; that you may be filled [through all your being] unto all the fullness of God [may have the richest measure of the divine Presence, and become a body wholly filled and flooded with God Himself]!

iv) The love of Christ is the master key to entering the fullness of God, being free and never being contained by the enemy. 
e) Joseph was a prosperous man because God was with him.
(NKJV) Genesis 39 2 The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.
i) Prosperity (in the Kingdom of God) is the measure of God’s divine presence in our lives.  With His presence, you will not get contained by the devil.
 

2) Are you giving your attention to teaching that does not line up with the Word?
(NKJV) 1 Timothy 4 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.
a) Shout…I will not get swayed by false teaching!

b) We must be aware of the ways society seduces us with its norms and values.   

c) For example, marriage today is now viewed as an outdated and unnecessary institution.
i) There are many couples who use various excuses to live together without being married. 

ii) Sadly, many Christians have adopted this attitude. 

iii) It is evident that the marriage institution is under attack. It’s becoming contained and labeled to be something different then what God will bless.
iv) This is part of the enemy’s plan to destroy families. Flourishing Christian families are a threat to the Kingdom of darkness. 

d) Marriage is a part of God’s plan for mankind.

3) Satan wants to amplify disagreements in our marriages, which ultimately leads to divorce. 
a) God still hates divorce, although there are exceptions for it; those exceptions include adultery and physical abuse.

i) It is our responsibility to take the marriage vow seriously, and view it as the sacred covenant it is, rather than just a legal agreement.

ii) We must properly prepare for marriage before we enter into covenant with someone.   

b) Developing an unconditional love is the key to sustaining healthy marriages. 

i) When couples make a decision to love each other with unconditional love, they will endure.

ii) Each person should make it a priority to show his or her spouse unconditional love at all times. 

iii) Disagreements in marriage should never lead to “calling it quits” or “discussions of divorce.” This contains what God wants to bless.
iv) Instead, disagreements should be seen as opportunities to develop in unconditional love. Go to the Word together and work it out.
Conclusion
· God has equipped us with the spirit of might! The spirit of might is a supernatural ability from God that enables you to do anything.

· Shout…I can do anything!
· We must increase our faith level in Christ.  We must abide in His Word.

· God wants us to experience the love of Christ to the extent that we can testify of it. 
· Love keeps the devil from containing us.
· God wants us to prosper and be blessed.  Believe this today!
· Don’t wrap yourself around false teachings or myths.  Get to know the Word.  The devil brings false teachers to pull you from the Word and the blessing.

· Don’t allow arguments with your spouse to end up in divorce.  Work though it together with the Word.  Don’t allow the devil to contain your relationship.
· Shout…The devil is under my feet.  I have the spirit of might.  I can do all things through Christ Jesus.  I will increase my faith level.  I will spend more time in the Word.  I will know the voice of the Lord.  I will not stray away by false teaching.  I will work out my issues with my spouse, family, friends and co-workers.  I will not get contained by the devil.  I am an overcommer.  Thank you Jesus.  Amen.

· Let us pray.
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