The Contained Christian – Part 6

August 15, 2010

Introduction
· This week we will continue our series on the Contained Christian.

· We’ve said that the devil tries to contain the Christian by deception, distracting and keeping us ignorant to the Word of God.

· We have the power!  We have dominion and authority!  We have the seed of the Word of God!  We cannot and will not be contained!

· When we operate in love, the devil can not contain us. 
· God wants us to have far more than what we think or ask. 

· Where there is no love, there is no power to win. 
· The enemy wants to contain us by keeping limits on us in the area of prosperity. 
· When we limit God, through a lack of faith in His Word, we actually limit ourselves. 
· The Bible prophesies that in the last days some Believers will turn away from the faith, and give their attention to doctrines that opposes the Word of God. 
· When we harbor negative emotions, we halt our growth process. As a result, we will limit the plan of God for our lives and remain contained in Satan’s plan for us. 
· The fruit of anything is merely the outward manifestation of a root issue. That is why it is vital to continue to examine our lives. We must ask questions like: Am I rooted and grounded in love at all times? Do my relationships reflect that? Am I willing to die to selfishness? Answering these questions can help us take the necessary steps to develop in unconditional love. When we operate in unconditional love, we inhibit Satan’s ability to contain us. 
· Let us look to the Word this morning.

(NKJV) John 8 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

 

1) People will be lovers of themselves in the last days.
(NKJV) 2 Timothy 3 1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!
a) Shout…Jesus; open my eyes to my surroundings.

b) People will also have a form of godliness but deny its power. 

i) The Bible says stay away from these people.  

c) Some Christians believe they can conform to the world in subtle ways. Here are two of those ways:  

i) Reveling (wild partying, mingling in bars and clubs for pleasure).

ii) Dishonoring marriage vows (in marriage, our objective should always be to love our spouses without conditions). 

2) Why do some Believers refuse to change?  
a) Negative emotions stop us from achieving the ultimate potential of God’s grace and calling on our lives. 

i) The enemy keeps a file of every hurt, pain, disappointment, and condition we experience. Satan uses this to contain the Christian.
ii) Those experiences cloud our judgment and thinking and keep us trapped in the negativity of our past. (Release Your Past)
iii) When we dwell on negative experiences and emotions, Satan can keep us contained and bound up. 

b) To develop in unconditional love, we must make a decision to love without conditions despite how we feel. 

i) Development is the process of growth and progress. 

ii) When we focus our attention on negative emotions such as hurt, disappointment, and rejection, we remain stuck in the past, waiting for those feelings to vanish. 

iii) We cannot wait for the feelings to disappear. Instead, we must step out on faith and love others unconditionally. This pushes out the old negative feelings.
iv) Faith people are not moved by feelings; we do what is right because it is right.  ------- Shout Amen.
v) When we step out on faith and begin to love unconditionally, the feelings will show up.

 

3)  God gave man a helpmate.
(NKJV) Genesis 2 18 And the LORD God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.”
a) Why did God say it is not good for the man to be alone? 
i) In a self-centered state of being, he could never be like God.    

b) In the above scripture, God said that Adam needed help suitable for him. Why?
i) He needed someone else to focus on so that he could become more like God. 

ii) He needed help developing unconditional love through a relationship. He needed to grow out of self-centeredness. 

iii) Likewise, we all need someone to help us developed out of self-centeredness.  

4) Are you a quitter? 
a) If so, you are giving up on your development. 

i) God never intended for us to be alone, which is why the family is being attacked. 

ii) A husband and wife team is a great threat to the kingdom of darkness. One can put a thousand to flight and two can put ten thousand to flight.
iii) Families are a great force; they are designed to bless others until all families of the Earth are blessed.  

b) We should not run away from conflict in relationships. Instead, we should use conflict as an opportunity to develop in unconditional love. 

i) Our pride gets in the way of conflict resolution.

c) We were all born with a selfish nature. 

i) We must allow selfishness to die; and allow unconditional love to live. 

ii) A person who lives and abides in the love of God cannot be contained. 
Conclusion

· The Bible says that men will be lovers of themselves.  They will be focused on everything but a relationship with God.  The will be contained by the devil.
· People will also have a form of godliness but deny its power. Stay away from these types of people.
· We need to let go of our past in order to develop our future.

· When we dwell on negative experiences and emotions, Satan can keep us contained and bound up. 

· Most Christians are locked up in their past.  The Word will set them free.
· Faith people are not moved by feelings.

· God gave man a helpmate to remove man from being self centered.  

· Man needed something to focus their love on. 

· Don’t be a quitter in your relationships.  One can put a thousand to plight; two can but 10 thousand to plight.

· The devil wants to kill off the family unit and contain us.

· Shout… Jesus I will stick to your Word.  I will meditate in the Word daily.  I will be in constant development of my faith and love walk.  I will not allow my past to dictate my future.  My future is bright when I serve the Lord.  Jesus help me to love my helpmate unconditionally.  I will not be a quitter. I am a person who lives and abides in the love of God and cannot be contained. Thank you Jesus. Amen
· Let us pray.
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