The Footsteps of God - Series

Week 1 - Walking in Step with God

October 5, 2008

Introduction

· This morning I want to start a series on the footsteps of God.
· Our walk in life should emulate Christ Jesus in all that we do.
· Walking in step with God means sustaining intimate fellowship with our heavenly Father. 
· A close relationship with Him brings us joy, peace, contentment, and purpose in our lives. 
· This joy we have is shared with God of the universe. Just think about that!!!
· When we walk in step with God, we arrive to our destination on time and on schedule.
· When we walk in step with the Lord, other people see Him through our lives, and we make an impact for His kingdom. 
· This morning, let’s look and see what the Bible says about walking in step with God.

(NKJV) Ephesians 4  1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

1) What does it mean to walk with God?
a) Shout…My desire is to walk with God and fellowship with my savior.
b) The Scriptures talk about those who walked with God. These were people who have had intimate friendship with God.  Adam & Eve, Moses, Apostle Paul is just a few.
(NKJV) Genesis 5 23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him. 

c) God calls every person to four things, to walk in:
i) Salvation from sin and death—faith in Christ brings forgiveness and eternal life. 

ii) Sanctification—a life-long process of maturing and increasing in righteousness. 

iii) Service in some form or fashion throughout life. You are called to serve!
iv) Accountability for both foolish and wise choices.

d) To walk with God we must faithfully read the Bible, obey God, and believe His promises. In our daily lives, we exhibit love, wisdom, faith, and transparency to a dying world. (Putting action behind the Word of God)
(NKJV) Ephesians 5 15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
2) How do we walk in step with God?
a) Shout… I will surrender all.
i) Surrender: Wholly submitting to God ensures our ability to walk with Him consistently.

b) Shout…I will be sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit.
i) Sensitivity: Listening to the Lord is a vital part of enjoying intimate fellowship with Him throughout the day. The ability to hear His voice is an absolute essential for the Christian life.

(NKJV) John 28 Then Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things. 29 And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him.”
c) Shout…I will study the Word of God.
i) Studying: By learning biblical principles, we discover what pleases the Lord and which attitudes and actions to avoid.

d) Shout…I will spend time in prayer everyday.
i) Supplication: Passionate, specific prayer is vital to walking with God. Jesus often withdrew to pray alone in the early morning hours.

e) Shout…I will deny my flesh for the work of the Gospel.
i) Self-denial: We must die to the temptations of the world and allow Christ to live through us.

(NKJV) Galatians 2 20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.
f) Shout…I will serve the Lord.
i) Service: Jesus gave of Himself by healing, befriending, meeting the needs of others, and ultimately by dying on a cross for the sins of the world. Our intimacy with Him naturally results in service. 
(NKJV) Mark 10 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
Conclusion 
· An exciting adventure begins when we walk in step with Jesus.
· Peace, joy, contentment, confidence, comfort, and direction belong to us when we obediently submit to Him. 
· Nothing is more fulfilling than knowing God and accomplishing His plan for your life.
· This morning, walk in your salvation, serve in the ministry, be accountable to God for your choices you make and be dedicated to what God has ordered in your life.
· Walk in step with God.
· Next week I want to discuss what we can expect from God when we walk in His footsteps.

· Let us pray.
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