The Mark of God’s Love On Our Life

December 27, 2009
Introduction

· This morning I want to talk about the mark of God’s love on our life.

· We have the mark of God’s love on our lives.  

· Experiencing God’s love brings us great joy. That joy propels us to take our love for Him to the next level.

· When we really take our love for Jesus to a new level, we become motivated to give sacrificially. 

· We give of our finances, our gifts, our time and talents.

· We have all been marked by God in some form or fashion.
· Mark means evidence, or something noticeable, singled out or set apart.
· God has set us apart from the things of this world.  We should stand out for Jesus.  Be a light in a dark world….
· Let us look at the Word of God this morning and seek how we have been marked by God’s love.
(NKJV) Matthew 3 15 But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him. 16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
1) God said, “This is my Son, chosen and marked by my love, delight of my life” 
a) This is what God said about Jesus when He was baptized. God sees us just as He saw Jesus. 

b) Shout…Thank you Jesus for the mark of love in my life.

i) Mark means evidence, or something noticeable, singled out or set apart. 

ii) We are marked by our thoughts, heart, attitude, and actions.  

c) You and I are to live out God’s Word in our actions every day.    

i) Every Christian should desire to be distinguished by his or her Godly actions. (ie…hospital visit)

ii) We should talk different and act different when we are pressured by the things of this world.  Our response should be something that draws people to Jesus, not away from Him.

2) Examples of people who were marked by God. 

a) Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were marked by Jesus. Jesus made a mark in their lives that could not be erased.   

b) Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with ointment that was worth a year’s salary.

(NKJV) John 12 3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. 4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, 5 “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.  7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. 8 For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.”  9 Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead.
i) Like Mary, what can we do to displace our love for Jesus?

c) There is another account in the Gospels of another woman doing the same thing. 

(NKJV) Luke 7 36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 
41 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.”  And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.” 44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.” 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
(1) This account describes the woman weeping as she washed Jesus’ feet with her hair and tears.

ii) She kissed His feet and anointed them with oil from her alabaster box. 

(1) What have we done to show our appreciation for the mark of love on our life?

iii) Her life was marked by Jesus; she loved Him very much.

d) Jesus taught this lesson about her: she was willing to love so much because she had been forgiven of so much.

i) Those of us who remember our sins, which God forgave, should have much love for others. 

3) This morning, what would cause Mary to love with such intensity? 
a) In our own lives, when God does something wonderful for us, we cannot help but have great love for Him. 

b) Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha, had died of a certain illness (John 11:1-46). 

i) When Jesus came to see him, he had been dead for four days. 

ii) Mary and other Jews wept over Lazarus’ death; and so did Jesus. 

iii) However, Jesus performed a miracle and raised him from the dead. 

c) Just as Jesus loved Lazarus, He loves you and me. 

i) Do you remember the state you were in before you were saved? 

ii) There were probably many things you were delivered from. 

iii) We all can relate to Mary as she poured out rare and costly perfume as an act of worship toward Jesus. 

iv) She knew that she would not have had anything at all had it not been for Jesus. Think of the great things God has done for you. Meditate on the fact that God loves you with an undying, unfailing love. 
v) Consider where He has brought you from. It should make you want to do something extravagant for Him. 

Conclusion

· This morning, we have all been marked by God’s love.  Some of us have been touch in ways that we don’t have words to describe it.

· Perhaps His love healed you.  Maybe His love saved you from ruin.  Somehow, God marked you with His love for a purpose.

· As we close this week and end the chapter of 2009, remember that you have been marked by God’s love.

· Just like Mary, Martha and Lazarus, Jesus loves you the same.  Let us take time today to reflect on the love of Christ in our lives.  Let us place something wonderful and extravagant before Him.

· Let today be the day we show more love to others as Jesus has shown to us.

· Let us make a mark of God’s love in someone else’s life before the end of this year.

· Let us pray.
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