The Practical Living Series

Week 11 – Honoring God 

November 29, 2009
Introduction

· For the past ten weeks we have looked at practical living steps that we should implement on a daily basis.

· We have looked at avoiding offenses, trust & faith in God; we looked at the quality of life, covetousness, authenticity, living stress free, boundaries, overcoming the battles of life, being faithful in attending church and changing our mental net worth.

· This week we will examine the benefits of honor and see the Godly promises associated with it.

· Honor is expressed when reverence and respect are demonstrated.

· When we honor God, He honors us. His honor connects us to His blessings.

· To receive honor from Him, we must hear His voice and obey what He says. 

· Honoring God with our money is the ultimate way to show respect, and demonstrates our complete trust in Him as our Source. 

· Let us look at the Word of God as it relates to honor.

 

(NKJV) 1 Peter 2 17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.

(NKJV) Revelation 4 11 “ You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created.”

1) We need to hear a personal Word from God for our lives. 
a) Shout…Father, I open my spiritual ears to hear what you have to say to me today.  Father, I will do what you speak to me.

b) The stress and cares of the world are designed to block our ability to hear God’s instructions. (Renew your mind daily)

i) When we do not hear Him, we will most likely disobey and dishonor God. (Don’t become spiritually deaf)

ii) Disobedience leads to lack, insufficiency and spiritual drought. 

c) The eyes of the Lord are upon those who honor Him.

(NKJV) Psalm 33 18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope in His mercy, 19 To deliver their soul from death, And to keep them alive in famine.

i) In the days of famine, God’s people will live and be satisfied.

(NKJV) Psalm 37 18 The LORD knows the days of the upright, And their inheritance shall be forever. 19 They shall not be ashamed in the evil time, And in the days of famine they shall be satisfied.

ii) There is a certain honor that can only come from God.

(NKJV) John 5 39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. 40 But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life. 41 “I do not receive honor from men. 42 But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you. 43 I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive. 44 How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God?

(1) When you honor God, He will honor you. 

(2) God honors us with His blessing. 

(3) Do not honor people more than you honor God. 

2) When you honor someone, you grant them the right to speak into your life. 
a) Shout…Jesus I honor you.  Please speak the life changing Word into my life.

b) Honor the Lord with your substance and the first fruits of your increase. 

(NKJV) Proverbs 3 9 Honor the LORD with your possessions, And with the firstfruits of all your increase; 10 So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine.

(Message) Proverbs 3 5-10 Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don't try to figure out everything on your own. Listen for God's voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; he's the one who will keep you on track. Don't assume that you know it all.  Run to God! Run from evil! Your body will glow with health, your very bones will vibrate with life! Honor God with everything you own; give him the first and the best. Your barns will burst, your wine vats will brim over.

i) Honor the Lord with your money; grant Him the authority to speak into your life and then obey what He tells you. 

ii) Jesus said the people honor Him with their lips, but their hearts are far from Him.

(NKJV) Matthew 15 8 These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.

iii) Saying you honor God without giving of your finances is not real honor. 

iv) Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

(NKJV) Matthew 6 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

(1) Do you have a wrong relationship with money? 

(2) The love of money is the root of all evil (1 Timothy 6:10). 

(3) Refuse to honor money more than you honor God. 

(4) When you lack finances, refuse to speak contrary to His Word. 

c) Stand on the Word despite the appearance of your circumstances. 

i) In times of famine, keep your mind focused; do not be moved by what is going on in the world. 

ii) Remember, God said His people will be satisfied. 

d) When you honor your pastor, you give him access to speak life into your life.  Honor always brings blessings into your life.

Conclusion

· A key practical living step is to honor God and honor others.  The blessing is released and the promises of God are activated in your life when you show honor.

· Honor is more than just lip service; it is placing action behind the words you speak.  Being a doer of the Word.

· The eyes of the Lord are upon those who honor Him. 
· There is a certain honor that can only come from God.  
· Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
· When you show honor as the scriptures say, the blessings of God are released into your life.
· Shout…Heavenly Father I will honor you.  I will open my ears to what you are saying.  I will be obedient to do what you tell me to do.  I expect the blessings and the promises of God to flow into my life.  I will honor you Father with my finances, gifts and talents. I will honor the man and women of God that you have placed into my life as my Sheppard.  I honor you today in Jesus name. Amen.
· Let us pray.
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