The Practical Living Series

Week 7 - Boundaries

November 1, 2009
Introduction

· For the past six weeks we have looked at practical living steps that we should implement on a daily basis.

· We have looked at avoiding offenses, trust & faith in God; we looked at the quality of life, covetousness, authenticity and last week we looked at living stress free.

· This week I want to continue on with our series and look at boundaries.

· In order to live holy, separated and acceptable unto God, you must set the boundaries found in the Word of God. 

· By doing so, we protect and guard our godly decisions, which place us on the path to our godly destination.

· Boundaries are not there to limit you but to keep you on track with God.  A life without some boundaries would be a life of chaos.

· Boundaries can be defined as limits, borders or restrictions.  There are some things as Christian we should not do!  These boundaries are healthy for our growth.

· Let us look at the Word this morning as it relates to boundaries, some practical living steps for life.

(NKJV) Proverbs 15 24 The way of life winds upward for the wise, That he may turn away from hell below. 25 The LORD will destroy the house of the proud, But He will establish the boundary of the widow. 26 The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD, But the words of the pure are pleasant.
1) A boundary is something that indicates a border or a limit. 

a) Shout…The boundaries of God are to help me stay focused on Him.

b) When you draw a physical boundary, it can be seen; it separates one area from another. (Display a map)

i) It is difficult to see boundaries in the spiritual realm. 

c) God has boundaries in His Word and He has given us rules to live by. 

d) In society, boundaries are being eliminated and removed. 

i) Where there are no boundaries, there is bondage. 

ii) Where there are no boundaries, there is chaos.

iii) Place boundaries around your good decisions. 

iv) Stand firm on the Word.  God will not limit you!

e) Boundaries promote true freedom; Satan will try to use your emotions to destroy your boundaries. 

f) When we allow our liberty to surpass the boundaries we have set, chaos and bondage are inevitable. 

g) God has given you freedom; however, you must not use it to sin 

(Message) Galatians 13-15It is absolutely clear that God has called you to a free life. Just make sure that you don't use this freedom as an excuse to do whatever you want to do and destroy your freedom. Rather, use your freedom to serve one another in love; that's how freedom grows. For everything we know about God's Word is summed up in a single sentence: Love others as you love yourself. That's an act of true freedom. If you bite and ravage each other, watch out—in no time at all you will be annihilating each other, and where will your precious freedom be then?
i) Sin begins in the mind.

2) While some things may be lawful for you, not all things are beneficial for you.
a) Shout…I only want to follow after the things of the Word.  These things will benefit me!

(AMP) 1 Corinthians 6 12Everything is permissible (allowable and lawful) for me; but not all things are helpful (good for me to do, expedient and profitable when considered with other things). Everything is lawful for me, but I will not become the slave of anything or be brought under its power.
b) Make quality decisions regarding how you will live your life. 

i) Live your life for Jesus. 

c) Blessed is the person who is not convicted by his choices.

(AMP) Romans 14 22Your personal convictions [on such matters]--exercise [them] as in God's presence, keeping them to yourself [striving only to know the truth and obey His will]. Blessed (happy, to be envied) is he who has no reason to judge himself for what he approves [who does not convict himself by what he chooses to do].
i) The choices you make will bring you happiness or sadness. 

ii) Choices either bust you past the Godly boundaries or contain you to keep you on track with God.

iii) The feeling of condemnation comes when you choose to disobey God. 

iv) Happy is the person who avoids self-condemnation. 

v) If you continue in God's Word, you are His disciple. You are within the boundaries of God.

(AMP) John 8 31So Jesus said to those Jews who had believed in Him, If you abide in My word [hold fast to My teachings and live in accordance with them], you are truly My disciples.
3) How can I establish boundaries in my life? 

a) Obey the Word. Obedience brings blessings!

b) Respect the laws of God; govern your actions around them. 

c) Develop a real relationship with God, and the Holy Spirit will tell you when you are not in line with the Word. 

i) The Holy Spirit will help you maintain Godly boundaries.  Listen to Him.

d) You will be blessed when you do God’s commandments.

e) Know the Word by spending time reading and meditating on it. 

(NKJV) Revelation 22 14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.

Conclusion

· One of the key principles to practical living is to set some Godly boundaries for your life.

· Boundaries are to keep you on course with God.  It is to get you to your final destination with Christ.  It is to be at the right place at the right time with God. 

· Where there are no boundaries, there is bondage. 

· Where there are no boundaries, there is chaos.
· Boundaries promote true freedom; Satan will try to use your emotions to destroy your boundaries.
· God want you to be free to do His will and draw people unto Him.
· While something’s are lawful, they sometime will not benefit you.  Be careful on the decisions you make.
· Shout...Jesus I will set your boundaries around my life.  Jesus I choose this day to obey and line myself up with your Word. Jesus, today I will seek you in all my decision no matter how small so that I stay on course.  Thank you for the freedom that your Word brings into my life.  Holy Spirit, I will obey your voice so that I stay within my boundaries.  Amen.
· Let us pray.
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