The Presence of God

August 29, 2010
 Introduction

· This morning I want to talk about the presence of God and how to abide in Him.
· When we abide in God’s presence, He causes us to prosper beyond our limited perspective of prosperity and success. We live a God life!
· We have said in the past to abide means to stand up for, to dwell in, to continue in a place, to stick with and believe wholly.
· Most Christian’s walk is not where it should be because they do no abide in Christ.  We love God out of connivance.  We don’t walk in His presence daily.
· Most people associate or define prosperity by the amount of material things we have, but prosperity should be viewed by the presence of God on our lives. Does God hang around us?  Are we in His presences where all things are possible?  What is our faith walk today?  Is God’s presence found in our lives?
· Let us see what the Word of God has to say about abiding in His presence.
(NKJV) Genesis 39 1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. And Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him down there. 2 The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. 
(Message)  Genesis 39 1 After Joseph had been taken to Egypt by the Ishmaelites, Potiphar an Egyptian, one of Pharaoh's officials and the manager of his household, bought him from them.  2-6 As it turned out, God was with Joseph and things went very well with him. He ended up living in the home of his Egyptian master. His master recognized that God was with him, saw that God was working for good in everything he did. He became very fond of Joseph and made him his personal aide. He put him in charge of all his personal affairs, turning everything over to him. From that moment on, God blessed the home of the Egyptian—all because of Joseph. The blessing of God spread over everything he owned, at home and in the fields, and all Potiphar had to concern himself with was eating three meals a day. 

1) Joseph was a slave, and yet God called him prosperous.
a) Shout…I may not have all that the world has to offer, but I am prosperous because of the presence of God in my life.

b) Material possessions did not define his status. He prospered because God was with him.   

c) When God is with you, you will prosper!

i) Everyone around him knew that the presence of God was with him. 

ii) Is it apparent that God abides in and with you? 

iii) If not, begin to spend time developing your relationship with Him by singing praises to Him, studying His Word, and praying in the Holy Spirit on a daily basis. 

iv) We can ensure the presence of God is with us by developing in unconditional love and His Word. 

(1) Smith Wigglesworth walked in the presence of God daily. (Discuss)

v) God wants us to remain rooted and grounded in love so that our actions reflect His character. Keep in mind God is love.

(NKJV) Ephesians 3 14 For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
2) God shows us the right path to take in life when we allow Him to lead us. We must abide in His presence to receive His direction. 
(NKJV) Psalm 16   1 Preserve me, O God, for in You I put my trust. 2 O my soul, you have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, My goodness is nothing apart from You.”
 3 As for the saints who are on the earth, “They are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight.” 4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another god; Their drink offerings of blood I will not offer, Nor take up their names on my lips. 5 O LORD, You are the portion of my inheritance and my cup; You maintain my lot.  6 The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Yes, I have a good inheritance.  7 I will bless the LORD who has given me counsel; My heart also instructs me in the night seasons.
 8 I have set the LORD always before me; Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved. 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope. 10 For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 11 You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
a) Shout…I need to continual be in the presence of the Lord.

b) In His presence is fullness of joy, and at His right hand are pleasures forevermore.   

i) Many times people are tempted to sin because they crave pleasure; however, in His right hand are pleasures far greater than what sin offers. 

ii) As we seek Him, we should be aware that there are answers in His presence to every challenge we face. (Even today’s crisis)

c) We must be sure we are not so distracted that we cannot hear His still, small voice. 

i) Spend some alone time with Jesus!  Curl up to the Word and allow God to speak to you.

3) Get ready to be blessed.
(AMP) Psalm 84 4Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) are those who dwell in Your house and Your presence; they will be singing Your praises all the day long. Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]!    
a) Shout…Jesus I’m blessed.
b) When you get blessed and walk in His presence, there will be those that will hate you.
c) God gives grace and glory; no good thing will he withhold from those who walk uprightly.
(AMP) Psalm 84 11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD will give grace and glory; No good thing will He withhold From those who walk uprightly.
Conclusion

· Material possessions did not define your status. You will prosper because of the God in you.  His presence!
· Christians need to walk in and be in His presence daily.  When you walk in His presence, our life on this earth gets easy to decipher.
· People will take notice when you are walking with God.  Some may even become haters of your favor and success.

· Joseph is a great example of the presence of God in a persons life.
· God shows us the right path to take in life when we allow Him to lead us. 
· We must abide in His presence to receive His direction. 
· When you walk in the presence of God….You will be blessed.
· Shout…Jesus, my prosperity and success are found in your presence.  Today I commit to walk with you, pray more, study more and seek your presence.  I will not look to material things to make me happy or give me status.  Your presence in me will draw those who need Christ.  Use me this day.  May your blessings chase me down in Jesus name. Amen.
· Let us pray.
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