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Introduction

· In the next few weeks we close the chapter of one book, ready to begin a new chapter that God has defined.

· Before this chapter is complete, God wants us to finish 2009 strong.

· I have heard a lot about the retail stores hoping to finish the year out with strong sales to make the year a success. The emphasis is on a Strong Finish. 

· Even if it takes longer hours to achieve more sales, slashing prices or huge promotions, whatever it takes.

· As Christians, we should have the same mind set.  Do what it takes to have a strong finish.  Be a larger blessing; spend more time in the Word, meditation and quite time with God.  More prayer or fasting to hear from God.  

· How we close the door in 2009 will determine how we start 2010.

· God has placed in each one of you the ability for a strong finish!

· Let’s look at what the Word of God has to say.

(NKJV) 1Cornithians 9 24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

(NKJV) 2 Timothy 4 1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

1) The Desert Experience.

a) Shout…I will have a strong finish.

b) Paul finished strong! What decisions did Paul make during his life and ministry that allowed him to Finish Strong? 

c) After his great encounter with Jesus on the Dacusmas road and then receiving his eyesight by the hand of Annanis, Paul was not well received by most, believer or non-believer.

d) Sometimes God needs to separate you form people and things so He can place something into you so you can finish strong. God separates you so that you can spend time to go deeper into the depths and revelation of God’s plan.

i) Like Paul, you may know the Word, but are not yet in the likeness of Christ; revelations and manifestations take hidden time with God.

ii) Slowing down takes more than a commitment, it takes discipline.

e) The desert experience is a training ground by the personal trainer, Jesus, in order for you to get fit for the race of life.

2) The Helpmate and Encourager.

a) Shout…Jesus please send me a helpmate and encourager.

b) God will always bring people to stand by your side to encourage you as you run the race of life.  These people are placed in your life by God to help you stay the course.

c) Barnabas came calling Paul and he was ready. Too many times we are not ready for the opportunities to minister when they come. Study to show yourself worthy. (2 Tim 4:2)

i) When Antioch was bursting with converts Barnabas reached for help.

d) Paul worked closely with others in ministry and helped others get involved in ministry. We need to do the same.

e) Paul understood the sufficiency of Grace, Paul finished strong because he had learned it was not about him but about the Christ that was in him.

f) He found out when he was weak God made him strong.

i) We are pretty good at not letting anyone know we have weaknesses but we must take off the mask. It is ok to ask for help.

3) Focus On The Unseen.

(NKJV) 2 Corinthians 4 18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

a) Shout…Jesus help me to focus on the unseen.

b) Paul was able to focus, not on things seen but on things not seen.

c) Paul learned to be content; he stood on the Word and the promises of God.  His focus would not waver on the circumstances He saw, but what God promised.

i) You will finish the race strong if you don’t waver from God’s plan.  Seek the eternal things of life.

4) Learn To Deal With Disappointment.

a) If Paul learned how to handle a shipwreck, we can handle some disappoints in life.  Don’t let life swallow you up by its wave.

b) Have you had some shipwrecks this year? I know some of us have had to deal with some things that we were not expecting.

c) Paul learned to trust God even in shipwreck.

i) Paul knowing that his anchor (Jesus Christ) was secure, that’s where most of us leave it. Paul knew there stood by him that night the angel of God, whose I am and whom I serve. Paul finished strong by living above his circumstances.

d) You can overcome life’s issues and finish strong.

(NKJV) 2 Timothy 4 18 And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!

5) Giving Of Yourself.

a) As Paul poured himself into others, you must do the same in order to finish strong.

b) Jesus is our example of one who gave of himself, even to death on the cross.  Jesus finished strong, He completed the race.

c) Give of yourself today.  Give of your time and talents that God has given you.  Give to the church you dwell so to edify the Body of Christ.  Be one who is used of God in a mighty way.

(NKJV) 2 Timothy 4 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Conclusion

· As we close out 2009 in a few weeks finish what God has placed before you.  You can have a strong finish!

· Your desert experience was a time to build you up, train you in the things of the Lord.  It was a season of preparation that will not be wasted.  It was a time of growth to prepare you for the race.

· Along the way, God will bring those to help and encourage you during this race. You can do it.  Rely on the Lord and His strength.

· Don’t waver off the path that you run on, look to the unseen.  God has placed a vision and dream in you, seek it and you shall find it.  Don’t look at the things around you or your situations, look to God.

· Learn to deal with the disappoints of life.  Don’t let them defeat you.  The race is long and you can endure. Pick yourself up, trust in the Lord and you will finish strong.

· Give of yourself, pressing in and do the work of the Lord. When you give of yourself, you forget your problems.  Helping someone else releases joy in your spirit man. 

· Remember, the miles that you will travel for the Lord will be priceless.

· When you finish strong, your will hear the Words of God…Well done my good and faithful servant.

· Let us pray!
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