Trusting God

February 10, 2008

Introduction

· Last week we discussed that we must break free from our old thinking.  We must reject those thoughts or suggestions that go against the Word of God.

· When we get our thinking lined up with the Word, we can begin to see the manifestation of the promises of God or God’s Greatness.  

· We left off last week that we get confidence in the Word of God when we are speaking, hearing, meditating and doing the Word of God.  

· This week I want us to focus on building our trust in God.  Knowing that His Word never fails.  That it will work every time!

· Do you know what it means to trust God? Having trust in God requires a commitment to maintain complete confidence in Him and His Word despite circumstances, emotions, or your current situation. 

· When a problem steals your peace or robs your joy, it is apparent you are not trusting God. 

· Let us look to the Word this morning on Trusting God.



(NKJV) Proverbs 3 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.
1) Rely on Jesus.  

a) Shout…I will trust in the Lord with all my heart.

b) Belief in God is not the same thing as trust. 

i) To trust God means there is a reliance on Him. 

ii) When you trust God, you've made a commitment to lean on Him despite what it looks like in the natural. (Not your own understanding)

c) Frustration is a sign that you are trusting yourself and not God. 

i) The greatest miracles came when people relied on God. 

ii) When you get to a place in your life where you know everything is going to be all right, you are trusting God. 

iii) When you trust God, you will always have peace. 

d) When you are prideful, you rely on your abilities and your plans-until your plans fail. Pride is the greatest enemy to your trust in God.

i) Wisdom is not your intellect; it is the Word of God. 

ii) When you trust God fully, you rely on Him and no one else, not even yourself.

e) We must become total dependant on God.  We must remove our old thinking of being independent from God.

2) You are empowered to prosper. 
(NKJV) Jeremiah 17 7 “ Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the LORD.
a) Shout… I am blessed because I trust in the Lord.

b) When you decide to put your trust in God, you will receive a supernatural empowerment to succeed. 

i) Our thinking must be that no one can empower me like God. 

ii) God can handle my problems far better than any person. (Jesus is the counselor)

c) How can we make sure our confidence is in God? 

i) Never take credit for anything. Every good gift comes from God.

ii) Place yourself in a position of thanks. Give Him thanks in everything. 

d) When you trust God, He accomplishes great things in your life. Therefore, you will have a testimony. 

i) Your testimony will build your confidence in Him. Then, when you are faced with a similar situation, you can remember God's great provision.

3) Blessed is the man that trusts in God.
(NKJV) Psalm 34 8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 

(NKJV) Psalm 91 1 He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will trust.”
a) We must taste and see that the Lord is good. (Spend time with Him)

b) God is our safe haven, our refuge. 

i) You can be tormented by negative emotions (fear, grief, depression) or you can take refuge in Him. 

ii) Position yourself in the secret place by meditating on the Word and praying. 

iii) Find value in the presence of the Lord. You will not be condemned or held guilty.

4) Cursed (empowered to fail) is the man who trusts in man. 
(NKJV) Jeremiah 17 5 Thus says the LORD: “ Cursed is the man who trusts in man And makes flesh his strength, Whose heart departs from the LORD.
a) When you trust in anything other then God, you will fail.  Too many people trust in money, cars, self, man, job, education, etc.   

b) Your faith is the expression of the confidence you have in God and His Word. (Do you trust in Him)

c) Trust is the expression of the commitment you have to God and His Word. 

d) If you want a sure thing, it is God and His Word. 

i) You may not know how God is going to solve your problem; just know that He will do it His way. 

ii) You have to be committed to trusting God to the point where you will say, "Even if my prayers aren't answered the way I would like, I will continue to trust God." 

Conclusion

· Rely on Jesus.  Put all your trust in Him!

· You are empowered to prosper.  Shout…I am Blessed!

· Taste and see that the Lord is good.  Trust Him.  Spend time with Him in the secret place of the most high.  You can trust Him if you don’t know Him.  Spending time with Jesus, allows you to trust Him.

· You are cursed when you trust in man and his way of doing things.

· God and His Word are the only sure things in life.

· Don’t lean on your own understanding; trust in the Lord with all your heart.  Your heart should beat praises to Jesus.

· Let us move forward in the things of God this year and trust Him.

· Let us pray.
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