Weathering The Storms of Life – Part 1
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Introduction

· Last week we discussed why storms come into our lives. As Christians we must know what to do when the storms of life come crashing in.

· Being hearers and doers of the Word empowers us to endure the storms life. 

· When storms come, is does not mean that God doesn't love you or God is angry with you. Don't personalize your storms. 
· Use storms as an opportunity to draw closer to God.

· You have the ability to overcome and endure any storm that comes your way, just operate in the authority of God’s Word.  Speak the Word, line up with what Jesus would say.

· Remember, God's ability is released when we use our authority. 

· Even in the midst of death, Jesus always spoke life.  

· Everyone goes through trials and tribulations; however, those who remain steadfast in God's Word have the advantage of patiently enduring knowing that God will give us the victory every time.

· Let us look to the Word of God this morning.

(NKJV) Matthew 7 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” 28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
1) Position yourself before the storms come. 

a) Shout…I will weather the storms of life because I know who I am in Christ.

b) Shout… I will take authority over the storms of life.

c) Remain steadfast in the Word when the test & trials come your way. 

i) God is our rock; continue to assemble with other Believers. (Come to church.) 

ii) Be a hearer and a doer of the Word of God. 

iii) Without God's Word, you'll be defeated. 

d) Christians should mature during the storms of life, because they know God's got their back. 

i) When the pressure is on, it reveals the real you. 

ii) When you're squeezed, the Word should come out. (Give illustration)
iii) Part of maturing as a Christian is implementing what you've learned. 

e) When life gets rough, recognize that God's favor is always working. 

(NKJV) Psalm 41 5 My enemies speak evil of me: “When will he die, and his name perish?” 6 And if he comes to see me, he speaks lies; His heart gathers iniquity to itself; When he goes out, he tells it.   7 All who hate me whisper together against me; Against me they devise my hurt. 8 “An evil disease,” they say, “clings to him. And now that he lies down, he will rise up no more.”  9 Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel against me. 10 But You, O LORD, be merciful to me, and raise me up, That I may repay them.11 By this I know that You are well pleased with me, Because my enemy does not triumph over me. 12 As for me, You uphold me in my integrity, And set me before Your face forever. 13 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! Amen and Amen. 
f) Don't offend God. Doing so limits His ability to get involved in your situation. 

i) Refuse to allow your emotions to move you. 

ii) Be convinced that God's Word is true. (The enemy will not triumph in your life.) 
iii) God will uphold your integrity. Integrity is what leads you to victory. 

g) Tough times become testimonies; your victory will encourage others. (Luke 21:10-19). 

i) God's given you a mouth and His Word. Speak His Word only. 

ii) God does not go back on His Word.  God is not a lair.
2) God's tabernacle is our place of protection.
(NKJV) Isaiah 4 6 And there will be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and for a shelter from storm and rain.

a) Shout… I must draw close to God during the storms of life.

b) In the presence of God, you'll develop a different perspective concerning your storms.

(NKJV) Psalm 107 20 He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions. 21 Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the children of men! 22 Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, And declare His works with rejoicing. 23 Those who go down to the sea in ships, Who do business on great waters, 24 They see the works of the LORD, And His wonders in the deep. 25 For He commands and raises the stormy wind, Which lifts up the waves of the sea. 26 They mount up to the heavens, They go down again to the depths; Their soul melts because of trouble. 27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, And are at their wits’ end.  28 Then they cry out to the LORD in their trouble, And He brings them out of their distresses. 29 He calms the storm, So that its waves are still.

c) In the presence of God, you'll: 
i) Rise above your problems. 

ii) Hear from God. 

iii) Get your emotions under control. 

iv) Receive direction. 

d) God will bring you out of your distress. 

e) Meditate on the fact that nothing can separate you from the love of God 

(NKJV) Romans 8 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “ For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Conclusion
· Storms attempt to separate us from God's love. However, use them as a vehicle to draw you closer to God. 

· Even in the midst of a storm, you are more than a conqueror. 

· Allow your will to die, so God's will for your life can stand. 

· Develop the mentality of a conqueror by having confidence in God's love for you. 
· Always position yourself before the storms come.  Be prepared. Preparation is never wasted.  
· Know the Word and Will of God for your life.

· Know that God will never forsake you.

· Know that God has your back.  You will be victorious!

· Refused to be controlled by your emotions.  Stand on the Word of God.  Speak the Word only to the storms and do not be moved.
· When you stand in the presence of God, everything else is in the shadows of Him.

· Let us pray!
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