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Introduction
· This morning I want to talk to you about what happens when we tithe.  

· When we release what is in our hands, God releases what is in His hands.  God places the super on our natural. (Time, talent, finances, etc)
· When we bring our tithes to the local church (store house), we should expect a blessing or an empowerment from God. 
· Come expecting to receive!

· God has promised to bless us abundantly when we obey Him. 
· However, we should not expect money to fall from the sky. 
· Our tithe causes God to release an anointing or a supernatural ability upon our lives in such abundance, it is referred to as rain.
· This morning I want to use the Word of God to get us into the “rain” through tithing.

· Let us see what the Word says.
(NKJV) Genesis 12 1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family And from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you.  2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

1) God promised Abraham that He would bless him.
a) Abraham had to make the choice to obey God; likewise, we have the right to choose.

b) Shout… I choose to obey Jesus.

(NKJV) Deuteronomy 30 19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; 20 that you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”
i) When we choose to obey Him, we choose blessings.
c) Abraham became entrenched, deep rooted, unshakable, well established in the blessing after he brought his tithe to his high priest.

i) Abraham gave the tenth of all of his income. (10%)
ii) Melchizedek pronounced the blessing on Abraham.
(NKJV) Genesis 14 19 And he blessed him and said: “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” And he gave him a tithe of all.

d) This happens today when we bring our tithe to our high priest.(Jesus)
i) Jesus has the rank of Melchizedek; we bring our tithe to Him as our high priest.

(NKJV) Hebrews 6 20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.
ii) Jesus releases the blessing on us.
iii) There was once a commandment to tithe, but today, we bring our tithes because we love God.

(NKJV) Hebrews 7  1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated “king of righteousness,” and then also king of Salem, meaning “king of peace,” 3 without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually. 4 Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils. 5 And indeed those who are of the sons of Levi, who receive the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the law, that is, from their brethren, though they have come from the loins of Abraham; 6 but he whose genealogy is not derived from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. 7 Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. 8 Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives. 9 Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, so to speak, 10 for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him. 11 Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron? 12 For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law. 13 For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has officiated at the altar. 14 For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood. 15 And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another priest
e) When you bring your tithe to church, you are bringing the tithe to Jesus; therefore, you receive the blessing of Abraham.
2) What can you expect when you tithe?
a) Shout…My tithe is an act of faith and trust in God.

b) The windows of Heaven will open.

(NKJV) Malachi 3 10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this,” Says the LORD of hosts, “ If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it.
i) When the phrase, windows of Heaven is mentioned first, it referred to rain.

(NKJV) Genesis 7 11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 12 And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights.  
ii) In the Hebrew, the phrase windows of Heaven is translated floodgates.

iii) When you tithe, the blessing comes in flood proportion.

(1) Rain is a type of anointing.

(2) A former and latter rain has been prophesied (Zechariah 10:1). iii. The time before Pentecost represents the former rain; the time afterward is the latter rain.

(3) God gave the former rain according to righteousness.

(NKJV) Joel 2 23 Be glad then, you children of Zion, And rejoice in the LORD your God; For He has given you the former rain faithfully, And He will cause the rain to come down for you— The former rain, And the latter rain in the first month. 24 The threshing floors shall be full of wheat, And the vats shall overflow with new wine and oil. 25 “So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, The crawling locust, The consuming locust, And the chewing locust,My great army which I sent among you. 26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, And praise the name of the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; And My people shall never be put to shame.
iv) We are in the time of the latter rain.

c) When the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jesus, the Spirit of wisdom and power came on Him as well.
d) When the wisdom of God comes on you, you will always know what to do.

i) Prosperity is tied to the wisdom of God.

ii) The tithe will cause you to have divine direction and the ability to pursue that direction.

iii) When we tithe, God rebukes the devourer for our sake.

(NKJV) Malachi 3 11 “ And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” Says the LORD of hosts; 12 And all nations will call you blessed, For you will be a delightful land,” Says the LORD of hosts.; 
Conclusion

· What happens when we tithe…the blessings flow.  The devour is rebuked.  The nations will call you blessed. (America is blessed over all the nations in the world)

· Our tithe causes God to release an anointing or a supernatural ability upon our lives in such abundance, it is referred to as rain.
· Jesus, rain on me!  Overtake me with your blessings!
· Abraham tithe was 10% of all he had in his procession. He tithe to Melchizedek, king of Salem, and the blessing was pronounced upon Abraham.
· Obedience always brings the blessing.  Obedience is always better than sacrifice.
· When we tithe, our high priest (Jesus) blesses us.
· We tithe out of love for what Jesus has done for us (Cross).
· When we tithe, the windows of heaven are open….rain upon us…floodgates.  
· The devour is rebuked...Shout…Devil hands off my stuff the Lord has given me.
· Shout…My giving is out of obedience and love for Jesus.  The blessings will over take me like a flood.  I will be blessed because the Word of God says so.  I am going to participate in the Abraham blessing.  Rain down on me!  Jesus, I thank you now for what you have done and will do in my life.  Amen!
· Let us pray!
Salvation Call / Altar Call
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