When God Is Silent
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Introduction

· Last week we discussed that we must tune into what God is saying.  God wants us to talk and fellowship with Him.  God wants to speak into our lives.

· We must believe and have faith that God wants to speak to us and that we can hear Him.  We must tune into what God is saying in order to walk in the blessings He promised.

· This morning I want to continue in the same vein of what we spoke about last week.  

· I want us to think about when God is silent. Have you ever felt that God was giving you the “silent treatment”? 

· What is the Lord’s purpose for not immediately answering prayer? How should you respond when God seems distant? What must we do as believers during this time of “silence”?  What is God teaching us? What is He preparing us for?

· Let’s look and see what the Bible says about when God is silent.

(NKJV) John 11 1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. 3 Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.” 4 When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”  5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was. 7 Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”  8 The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone You, and are You going there again?” 
9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 These things He said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up.”  12 Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he sleeps he will get well.” 13 However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep. 
14 Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him.”

1. God’s Silence Exists in the Bible.
1. Shout…Jesus’ timing is not my timing.

2. Mary, Martha and their sick brother Lazarus.

a. Note Jesus waited (2) days before He came…. A time of silence.

3. Jesus used His silence when questioned by the Jews after He was betrayed.

4. There will be silence in heaven.

(NKJV) Revelation 8 1 When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.

2. So why is God sometimes silent? 

1. To get our attention. 

2. To convict us of our unconfessed sin. 

3. Because we aren’t ready to listen or we are not tuned into what He has been speaking to us. 

4. To teach us to trust Him. He is teaching us that even if we can’t see Him working, He is still with us.

(NKJV) Hebrews 13 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

5. To help us learn to distinguish between His voice and other voices we may hear. 

a. Last week we discussed in John how the sheep know the voice of the Shepard. Silence allows us time to focus on the voice of God.

6. To motivate us to persevere until we experience a breakthrough. 

7. To teach us to simply sit quietly in His presence.  Bask in His Glory and drink in of His Spirit. 

3. How do we as Christian sometimes respond to God’s silence? 

1. Disappointment. 

2. Discouragement. 

3. Confusion. 

4. Doubt. 

5. Guilt. (Some people fear that they have sinned.) 

6. Anger. 

7. Fear. (Some Christians feel deserted by God or worry that they have lost their salvation.) 

4. How should Christians respond to God’s silence? 

1. Ask God why. Jesus questioned the Father.

(NKJV) Mark 15 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”
2. Remember that God’s silence doesn’t mean He’s inactive or that He doesn’t care for you. 

3. Shout…I will trust the Lord.

4. Trust Him. In His silence, He is working for good in your life.

(NKJV) Psalm 46 10 Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!

(NKJV) Psalm 138  8 The LORD will perfect that which concerns me; Your mercy, O LORD, endures forever; Do not forsake the works of Your hands.
5. Anticipate a more intimate relationship with Him. We should be seeking His presence in the Secret Place of the Most High. 

6. Respect God’s right to be silent. Deliberately set aside time to be quiet before Him. 

7. Read God’s Word, and tell Him you are available to listen. Mediate on the scriptures.

8. Keep praying. Eventually, you will have a breakthrough. 

Conclusion

· God has not forgotten you! He has not forsaken you! 

· Through times of silence, God convicts us of sin, develops our trust in Him, and matures us. 

· When the Father seems distant, faithfully seek Him and watch for His provision. 

· Trust in the Lord and know He is working things out on your behalf.

· During the silence, that is when God speaks to us the most.

· Sometime His silence is assurance that you are on the right track.

· If He did not respond to you then the answer was not no!  Proceed in what He has spoken to you in the past.

· When God is silent, it is time for us to press into His presence and savor our time with Him.

· Just keep doing what God has said in the Bible, He is setting you up for greatness.

· Let us pray.
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