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Introduction
· Food…it’s what many people feel thanksgiving is all about.
· The world has commercialized the season and has taken the focus off the reason for the season.

· Thanksgiving is about honor and praises to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  It is a celebration and a time to give thanks to the giver of life and the soon coming King – Jesus.

· As Christians, we must be bold and vocal about giving thanks to our God!  Look what He has done for us!

· This morning I want to talk about why we should be thankful.

· The Bible has over 100 references to thanks and thanksgiving in the scriptures.

· This morning I want to share some of the Word of God to better understand what, why, when, and how we ought to give thanks. 
· Let’s look to the Bible this morning and see what it says about why we should be thankful.

(NKJV) Psalm 100 1 Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands!  2 Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before His presence with singing.
3 Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. 5 For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.
1) We need to express our Thanksgiving to God.

a) Shout…Thank you God for all that you do.  Thanks for breath in my lungs and life in my body today.

b) Sometimes the hardest thing for people to do is say ‘thank you’. 
i) We try to teach our kids to do it.
c) When you’re given something, you say thanks. 
d) We have been given so much by God. He gave us life. He gave us this earth. He gave us each other. He gave us salvation through Jesus Christ. We need to thank Him for all this, and more. 
i) Have we? Have we really, truly, honestly, and whole-heartedly thanked God for all that He has blessed us with? 
2) We need to speak Thanksgiving to God.

a) As Christians, we must give praises and thanksgiving to God. 
(NKJV) Psalm 69 30 I will praise the name of God with a song, And will magnify Him with thanksgiving.
b) We must honor God in song, prayer and worship.  We honor & thank God by reading and doing the Word of God. 
(NKJV) Psalm 95 1 Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation.  2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 3 For the LORD is the great God, And the great King above all gods.
c) Shout…Jesus we praise and thank you this morning!
(NKJV) Psalm 147 7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; Sing praises on the harp to our God,
3) Why do we give thanks to God?

a) What do we have to be thankful for? Life is rough isn’t it? It’s not a bed of roses all the time. We have difficulties, diseases, crazy schedules, and daily dilemmas. Why be thankful?
b) We are thankful because God is good.

c) Shout… God is good! 
(NKJV) 1 Chronicles 16 34 Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.
d) God is the one thing in this universe that is always good. He is consistent, unchanging, unwavering, holy, perfect, righteous, loving, tender, merciful, gracious, and true. 
i) God lets us live our lives freely. He lets us make our own decisions. He lets us be successful, He lets us make mistakes. 
ii) He lets us choose whether we return love to Him or not. He lets us choose to live our lives for ourselves, or for Him. 
iii) He gives us absolute freedom to do what we want with our lives, and that’s good! God never forces Himself on us; He never makes us do anything. We choose. 
Closing Thoughts about Thanksgiving…

(NKJV) 1 Thessalonians 5 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit.
4) You may say, Pastor, this is a hard scripture to follow.

a) Is it easy to always be joyful? Can we pray 24/7? Can we be thankful in spite of whatever we go through? 
i) The answer is yes we can! The joy of the Lord is not a silly grin on our face, it is the joy of knowing God loves us and we have a relationship with the Creator of the universe. 
ii) Praying continually is simply being in constant communication with God, asking about how we should use our time and talent for Him, consulting His word on all of life’s issues. Just like a good marriage, a good relationship with God is filled with good communication. 
iii) Giving thanks in all circumstances, yes. Not for all circumstances, but in them. To be thankful that God is with us in and through anything we might be going through, good or bad. He never leaves us, He never forsakes us. He is always with us. That is something to thank Him for.
b) Just do it for Jesus!

(NKJV) Colossians 3 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
Conclusion

· What are you doing this afternoon? What are you doing tomorrow? How about next year? What are we doing with our lives? Are we living them for God, or for ourselves?

· Are we just trying to get ahead, or are we more concerned about those around us? 
· God has gifted each and every one of us with abilities, talents, skills and gifts to serve others. 
· The choice to do so, to use those things for God and not our own good, is ours. 
· The choice to be thankful or selfish is up to each of us. 
· The choice to follow God’s voice or just listen to the world is something we have to do daily. 
· Being a Christian is more than a one-time decision, a one-time prayer, a once-a-week at church relationship. It is a daily walk with the Lord. 
· It’s a moment by moment, growing, sincere friendship with the God of the universe. I am thankful for that above all else. 
· What are you thankful for?
· Let us pray.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING---BE BLESSSED
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