Discovering My Purpose In Life

February 24, 2007

Introduction

· Last week we discussed how we could get the joy of the Lord deep down in our heart.  As a Christian, the joy of the Lord is our strength.

· When we trust in the Word of God, this should bring us joy during our test and trials. We can rely on the Word to get us through.

· We are blessed when we go through some test and trials, because God is approving us to go to a new level in Christ.

· This week I want to tie in the last several weeks, to direct our attention on our purpose.

· When you know and understand your purpose in life, you will be able to make the necessary changes in your life to fulfill that purpose. 

· We must discover the path God has laid out for us, rather than choosing your own path. Your provision is in the specific path and plan God has for you. 

· The enemy will try to stop you from fulfilling your calling; but recognize that your trials are a sign you are making progress, and promotion is on the way. 

· Let us look to the scriptures and seek the Word of God on our purpose.



(NKJV) Romans 12 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
1) In order to fulfill your purpose, you must be willing to change. 

a) Shout… I have a Godly purpose!

b) We have discussed that we must not be afraid of losing what we have.  We can’t be afraid to change.

i) We must take the limits off our thinking & break free from our old thoughts.

ii) We must never stop dreaming.  We must pursue God with all that we are.  We can do this if we trust Him.

c) You have the power to change your life by renewing your mind with God's Word.

d) The Word of God is the basis for your change. 

i) The Word of God will show you what areas in your life need to change to complete the purpose of God in your life.

e) Change involves adding some things and removing some things that hinder you from your purpose in life. 

f) You must know what your purpose in life is so you can make the necessary changes in your life.

2) Discover the path that God has established for your life. 

a) Shout… I want to get on the right path with God.

b) God knew you before you were formed in your mother's womb, and He set you apart for a specific purpose.

(NKJV) Jeremiah 1 5 “ Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”
c) God chose you to be here at this time; you have a purpose. 

i) You cannot create your own destiny; it has already been decided by God. 

d) Your provision is in your divine destiny; however, you will struggle if you are in the wrong place, doing the wrong thing. 

(NKJV) Ephesians 1 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love,
e) You have already been called by God for a purpose; but, you have to be in the right place in order to receive from Him. 

i) Nothing will work unless you're in the place God has designated for you.

3) Pursue God's plan for your life, at all costs. 

a) Shout... I will pursue God’s plan for my life.

b) As a child of God, your purpose is certain.

(NKJV) 1 Corinthians 9 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. 

c) You can conform into the image of Christ by the renewing of your mind with the Word of God. 

d) When you know and understand your purpose, God will equip you with the power necessary to fulfill your specific purpose. 

i) Confidence will show up when you are in your place where God has called you. 

4) The enemy does not want you to complete the purpose of God. 

a) Satan wants to lead you down a path that seems right, but ends in death. 

b) Satan wants you to cave in and quit before you get to your place of divine appointment. 

i) The devil will use everything he can to hinder you from reaching your destiny. 

ii) Pride and sin will lead you away from that place of destiny. 

c) Your trials confirm that promotion is on the way. 

i) There is always a test before any promotion. 
d) Promotion lets you know that you are on track to complete the purpose of God in your life.
Conclusion

· Your purpose in life will be discovered when you are willing to change according to the Word of God.

· Change your thinking by renewing your mind in the Word daily.

· God has a great plan and purpose for your life.  He has planned it when you were in your mother’s womb.

· Seek and strive after the things of God.  Don’t ever give up!

· God chose you! Pursue God will all your life.  

· Once you discover your purpose, don’t be swayed off course by test, trails or wrong thinking.  Remember, the devil is a liar.  

· We must set our eyes on the prize (Jesus).  

· The devil will try to suggest or detour you, stay focused on what God has placed in your heart. 

· When you past the test, you are approved by God and promotion comes.  

· Promotion comes when you are on track with the purpose of God.

· Let us pray!
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