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Introduction

· This week I want to continue where we left off last week about winning in battle.

· We discussed that we must humble ourselves and commit to do things God’s way.

· Be confident that the Word works every time. 

· We discussed that God tries to bring us back to Himself by conviction, a person with a prophetic word or by allowing hardship to take over. 

· There are many battles we go through simply because we are Christians, but others we bring on ourselves. 

· When we disobey God, He may allow us to go through certain trials. 

· However, when we return to Him, we are restored. 

· God desires that we obey Him so that we can avoid unnecessary trials. When we obey Him, He will bless us. 

· Let us look at what the Word of God has to say about winning in battle.

(NKJV) 2 Corinthians 2 14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place.

(AMP) 2 Corinthians 2 14But thanks be to God, Who in Christ always leads us in triumph [as trophies of Christ's victory] and through us spreads and makes evident the fragrance of the knowledge of God everywhere,

1) Why does God allow us to go through trials?
a) Shout…I will praise Him in the midst of my test or trial.

b) He allows trials to come our way because He loves us and does not want us to stray from His chosen path for our lives.

i) Although we may have troubles in life, God will bring us out of them.  

(1) We must always be connected to God in order to win in battle.

(NKJV) Psalm 71 20 You, who have shown me great and severe troubles, Shall revive me again, And bring me up again from the depths of the earth.

ii) God’s correction is a benefit to us in the long run.
(AMP) Job 5 17Happy and fortunate is the man whom God reproves; so do not despise or reject the correction of the Almighty [subjecting you to trial and suffering]. 18For He wounds, but He binds up; He smites, but His hands heal.

c) God will allow trials in our lives because He wants to get our attention.     

i) Everyday concerns, distractions, and activities can lead us out of the will of God for our lives.

(1) This is what causes us to lose in battle.

ii) Other people can cause us to get out of God’s will. (Watch who your connected to)

iii) We must acknowledge God in all we do so we can stay on track.

(1) Keep God before you all day.  How would Jesus act? Talk? Etc

2) God allowed Jonah to go through hardship because he would not obey Him. 
a) Shout…Hardship stay away from me.  I will obey the Lord!

b) God told Jonah to go to Nineveh to warn the people of His impending judgment on their city. 

(NKJV) Jonah 11 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me.” 

c) Jonah tried to run from God but later discovered he could not get away from Him.

(NKJV) Jonah 1 3 But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 4 But the LORD sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up. 5 Then the mariners were afraid; and every man cried out to his god, and threw the cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten the load. But Jonah had gone down into the lowest parts of the ship, had lain down, and was fast asleep. 6 So the captain came to him, and said to him, “What do you mean, sleeper? Arise, call on your God; perhaps your God will consider us, so that we may not perish.”  7 And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this trouble has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 Then they said to him, “Please tell us! For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?”  9 So he said to them, “I am a Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 10 Then the men were exceedingly afraid, and said to him, “Why have you done this?” For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 11 Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you that the sea may be calm for us?”—for the sea was growing more tempestuous. 12 And he said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea will become calm for you. For I know that this great tempest is because of me.” 13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to return to land, but they could not, for the sea continued to grow more tempestuous against them. 14 Therefore they cried out to the LORD and said, “We pray, O LORD, please do not let us perish for this man’s life, and do not charge us with innocent blood; for You, O LORD, have done as it pleased You.” 15 So they picked up Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. 16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice to the LORD and took vows.  17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

i) He boarded a ship to go to Tarshish; however, God caused a strong wind on the sea, which almost caused the ship, and everyone on it, to go down.  

ii) Other people are affected by our disobedience.

d) How long will it take you to obey God?
i) We should obey God in every situation. 

ii) For example, we must obey Him in our love walk with others.

iii) We must examine ourselves daily.

iv) We win in battle when we do this God’s way!

3) Jonah had to go through a few unusual trials before he turned back to the Lord.
a) After being thrown into the sea, he spent three days and nights in the belly of a whale.

i) He described his dilemma vividly. It appears that he died and went to hell during the whole experience. 

ii) Only then did Jonah cry out to God and repent. 

b) God told Jonah again to go to Nineveh and preach the message. This time he obeyed.

i) The people responded to the message immediately and began to fast and pray. 

ii) God had mercy on them and decided to spare them. 

iii) However, Jonah was displeased with God’s decision to have mercy on them (Jonah 4:1).

4) God wants to get our attention for three reasons. 

a) Shout…God you have my complete attention!

b) He wants us to see our true selves. 

i) Many times, we do not want to face reality.

(1) God always tries to position us to win if we allow Him.

ii) We need to have a self-realization when we are in denial about a particular area of our lives.

iii) The worst position we can find ourselves in as Christians is self-deception.

iv) If we will judge ourselves, we will not be judged.

v) Judging ourselves is not a one-time event, but a lifestyle.

c) He wants us to hear His voice. 

i) We need more than food to live and thrive each day; we need God’s Word.

ii) His Word supplies everything we will ever need in life.

d) He wants to get our attention so we will choose His way.  
Conclusion

· I will praise the Lord through my test and trial.

· I will commit myself to do things God’s way and be obedient.

· God is always trying to draw us closer to Him so we can win in battle every time.

· When I am disobedient it affects other people.

· Just like Jonah, his lack of obedience causes a loss for everyone.  He lost in battle until he repented and did what God said to do.

· Our obedience brings the blessing and sets us up to win in battle.

· Shout…God help me to stay on track with you.  Let me make choices that line up with your Word.  Help me to position myself to win in battle every time.  When I make a mistake, I promise to repent quickly and get back on track.  I will win in every battle! I am an overcomer. I thank you now in the midst of the storm.  In Jesus name I pray. Amen.

· Let us pray.
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