You Are Appointed and Anointed

June 22, 2008

Introduction

· This morning, I want us to take a look at what the Word of God has to say about stewardship.  When you really think about it, we don’t own anything; we are just stewards of what God has given us.

· The Bible teaches and God expects you and I to be a good steward over the gifts and talents He has given us. 
· A steward is a faithful manager who checks with the owner before making decisions. The question is, do we confer with the owner (God) pr do we do what we want to do?
· A faithful steward abounds in blessings, and will eventually be made ruler.
· This morning, let’s see what the Word says about stewardship and get a better understanding that you are appointed and anointed of God.

(NKJV) Matthew 25 14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 22 He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
1) The quality of your stewardship will determine the quality of your life. 

a) Shout…I must operate in the Kingdom of God principals.

b) Shout…I have been appointed and anointed of God.

c) A steward is someone appointed over the affairs of another person. A steward is a manager, an overseer; not the owner. 

i) A good steward checks with the owner before making any decisions. 
ii) The head aches of ownership should not fall upon your head.  Don’t be all stressed out!
d) Everything you have comes from God 
(NKJV) 1 Chronicles 29 11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, The power and the glory, The victory and the majesty; For all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, And You are exalted as head over all. 12 Both riches and honor come from You, And You reign over all. In Your hand is power and might; In Your hand it is to make great And to give strength to all. 13 “Now therefore, our God, We thank You And praise Your glorious name. 14 But who am I, and who are my people, That we should be able to offer so willingly as this? For all things come from You, And of Your own we have given You.

e) As Christians, we should aim to be a good steward over the gifts God has given us.

(NKJV) 1 Peter 4 10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
i) Regardless of your title, you are a steward of Christ; you must be proven as a faithful steward.

(NKJV) 1 Corinthians 4 1 Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.
f) Can God trust you to be faithful, dependable, and loyal?

2) God gives each person gifts according to their abilities; we must be faithful with the gift He gives us. 
a) Shout…Lord Jesus, let me us my gifts to bless and honor you.

b) Faithfulness defines genuine stewardship. 

i) It is difficult to find a faithful man or woman. 
(NKJV) Proverbs 20 6 Most men will proclaim each his own goodness, But who can find a faithful man?
ii) Shout… God is looking for faithfulness!
(1) The devils number one goal is to steal your faith.  Then you will give up on God.
iii) Faithfulness is proven over time. 

c) A faithful man or woman flows in blessings. 
(NKJV) Proverbs 28 20 A faithful man will abound with blessings, But he who hastens to be rich will not go unpunished.
i) The blessing makes the faithful steward whole in every area. 
(NKJV) Proverbs 10 22 The blessing of the LORD makes one rich, And He adds no sorrow with it.
d) A faithful man will be made ruler. 
(NKJV) Matthew 24 45 “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due season? 46 Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. 47 Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods. 48 But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards, 50 the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of, 51 and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
e) You cannot move into rulership without stewardship! 

i) We can not pretend that we are faithful. We must act!
ii) You must actually be found faithful when the Lord comes (Matthew 25:1-13). 
f) Most of us live well below where God wants us because we haven’t applied the principals of Stewardship.  You must know by the Holy Spirit that you are appointed and anointed by God.

Conclusion
· The quality of your stewardship will determine the quality of your life. 

· A steward is someone appointed over the affairs of another person. A steward is a manager, an overseer; not the owner. 

· We must confer with the owner God before we do things by our own accord.

· God is a giver.  Everything good comes from God.  

· God has given each of us gifts and talents in the Body of Christ.  We must activate them by apply them in our lives.

· Many today, have gifts and talents that need to be used in this church, today is the day to step up!

· Faithfulness defines genuine stewardship.  Faithfulness is proven over time. 

· The blessing makes the faithful steward whole in every area. 

· A faithful man will be made ruler. 

· You cannot move into rulership without stewardship! 

· Let us apply what we have learned today.
· Let us pray!
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